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An Account of Three Books, 

I, the Royal Pharmacopa>a , Galeno- Chymical , according 
to the Praftife of the mojl eminent and karned Phyjitians 
of France t and pMiJbed with their fever al approbations. 
By Mofes Charras, the Kings chief Operator in his Royal 
Garden of J? /ants. In Englifh. 

THe diligent and Ingenious Anthor having fome years 
fince received Order and Directions from Monfieur 
jinthony d'Jquine, primary Phyfician to the French King, 
for compofing a Galeno-Ghymical Pharmacop£a: his Indu- 
ftrious purfuanceof the fame from year to year, hath at 
length produced this Work. The greater part of the 
Contents whereof, although well known to moft learned 
Phyficians ; yet becaufe there are alfo amongft them many 
uncommon Experiments, and all made with great accu- 
ratenefs , and delivered with equal perfpicuity : it doth 
therefore very well deferve the following account. 

•It is divided into Four Parts. The firft is of Pharmacy 
in general* As of the Names and Principles of Chymical 
Pharmacy. * The choice and preparation of Medicines 5 as 
Lotion, Purgation, Trituration, Cribration, Infufion, Hu- 
meftatiotiandlmmerfion, Nutrition, Diflblution, Fermenta- 
tion, Digeftion, Circulation, Cohobation, and the reft. To- 
gether with thefeveral degrees of Fire, and kinds of Fur- 
naces, Lute?, VeflTels.&c. 

The Second Part treateth of Galenical Preparations and 
Compositions, in two Books. In the firft, of Internals , as 
juices, Infufionsand Decoflions, Julaps, Apozemes, Emu!- 
fions, Potions, Gargarifms, and the reft. In the fecond Book, 
of Externals, as Oils by Expreffion , Infufion and Deco- 
ftion, Balfams, Embalming of dead Bodies,8to 

The Third Part treateth of Chymical Preparations, in 
three Books. In the firft, of VegetaJs* And firft of De- 
ftillation, as of Roots, of moift and cold Herbs, of bitter 
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Herbs, of Antifcorbuticks, of Flowers, Odoriferous Wa* 
ters, Ardent Spirits, Seeds, Berries, Grains and Pulfe ; 
Woods, Soot, Wine, Spirit of Wine ( where alfo of Spirit 
of Wine Tartariz'dj of Tartar^ Vinegar, Sugar, Manna and 
Gums. Then of Tinftures, Elixirs, Extra&s, Refins, Salts, 
Tartar cry flalliYd, Chalybiate, Emetick, Vitrioliz'd., Fo- 
liated } of Volatile Salt of Tartar, and of Sal Volatile O- 
leofurn. In the ftcond Book, of Animal Prepara ions As 
of Humane Skull, Blood and Urine 9 Of Vipers, Ham- 
Horn, Toads, Frogs, River Crabs, Storks, Honey, Wax, 
and Earthworms, Cantharides, Ants, the Peacock and 
Caftor. In the thrd, of Mineral Preparations; as of 
Earths and Boles, Waters, Lime, Lapidis Judaic*^ Lincis, 
of the Blood-ftone, Cryftal, Coral, Pearls, Talk, Common 
and Sea-Salt, dulcify'd Spirir of Salt, Ni;re, Sal Poly chre- 
ftes, Spirit of Nitre, Aquafortis, Aqua Regia, AW, Salt 
Armoniack, the Urinous Spirit of Salt Armoniack 3 the acid 
Spirit, Vifrio!, Monfieur U Faveur y s Stipe ck Water, Sul- 
phur of Vitriol, dulcify'd Spirit of Vitriol, Salt of Vi- 
triol ; Sulphur, Lac Sulphuris, Spirit and Salt of Sulphur, 
Arftnick, Ambergreefe , Amber. Of Metals, as feveral 
ways of calcining and refining of Gold • and of its Tin- 
fiures. Refining, Cryftals, and Tinfture of Silver. The 
Infernal Stone. Crocus , Sal , & Tinclura Martif , Vi- 
tr solum dr Spirit us Veneris* Saceharum, Spirit us & Ba/fa* 
mm Saturni. Floresjovti, Bezoardicum Jbviale, <&c. The 
Cinaber, and feveral Precipitates and Sublimates of Met* 
cury,&c. The Icy Liquor, Emetick Powder, Philofophick 
Spirit, and other preparations of Antimony. 

The Fourth Part contains feveral particular Receipts, 
taken out of good Authors, with others "communicated by 
divers Learned Perfons. 

The Work is illuftrated by feveral Copper Plates* 



II. Decamcroa 



H.Decameron rhyfiologicum; Or.fen Dialogues of Natural 
Philofophy. To which ts added Qhey are the Authors words) 
the proportion of a freight Line , equal to half (he Arch of 
a Quadrant. By Thomas Hobbs of Mahnsbtiry. 

I Am not more certain of the Authors being a learned 
Man, than I am of his miflakes in feveral Particulars of 
this Book Yet my bufinefs is not here to difpuie ir, but to 
give a pft account of it , which is as follows. 

Thefirft Dialogue is of the Original of Natural Philofo- 
phy ; which (from the Authority of Diodorus Siculus) heaf- 
cribes to the Aftronomers of Ethiopia : Many of whofe 
Pofterity (thei r only Difciples) were tranfplanted in f o M~ 
gypt, (whence Pythdgorat&c. frched their Phiofophy into 
Greece) and dfiyria , and were by the Hebrews there ca led 
Chaldies , or Chaldim , corruptly, as he conjeflures, from 
Chuldim, as that from Chttfdim, as being a Race of JEtbicpt- 
ans ; for M'hiopia and the Land of Chusarz the fame. But 
he conceives, That thefirft Studiersof Natural Philofophy 
commonly fo ca'led,wcrethe Greek} : That the feveral Setfs 
hereof were the occafion of Herefies in the Primitive Church; 
And this and the Scriptures together of the School-men. 
Whereto hefubj )yns his thoughts of the nature of Body,de- 
fineing it, a thing that hath Being in it felf without the help 
of Senfe. 

The fecond is of the Principles and Method of Natural 
Philofophy : Where n he n-glefteth all Caufe*, but Motion, 
the univerfal Efficient. This he defines to be,Change of Hacev 
Place to be, the fpacc wherein a Body is contain'd ; or.The 1- 
mage of a Body. Time,the Image of Motion. To which he 
fubjo) nith fome Propofitions* 

The Third is of Vacuum, which hedenyeth from fevera!, 
by him fuppoftd Arguments. Afferteth, That thefpace above 
the ^Mercury in the Barometre , is fill'd with Air. And that 
in working upon the Pneumatjck Engine, there is never any 
Air pumped out. 

The fourth is, of the Syftero of the World. Wherein 
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he encfewours (chiefly from the Doflrine of Copernicus Ji^ 
phr and Galileo*) to explicate the Caufe of the motion of (he 
Earth about the Sun, of the Moon about the Earth, and 
both about their own Centres* Why the JEquinoftial and 
Solflitial Points, are not always ia the fame point of theE- 
cliptick of the Fixt Stars. Noting, from the fame Authors, 
tl at che iEquinodtial Points proceed from Weft to Eaft, 
every Hundred years^ one Degree or very near ; which is 
36000 years for one whole Revolution. And laftly, why 
the Difhnce betwixt the JEquino&ial and the Solftice is not 
always the fame. 

The fifth is, Of the Motions of Water and Air. Wherein 
he fpeaks his fenfe of Tides, and their variations ; deducing 
them parcly from the Motions both of the Earth and Moon; 
& partly from thefituation of che Sea inrefpe&oftheLand, 
Of the Caufe of Clouds^.Of Springs; noting a miftake 
of Julius Scaliger about a River in Savoy , and thence of the 
Original of Springs. 

The fixth i% of the Caufes and EfFefls of Heat and Cold : 
Where he fpeaks his opinion of the nature of Fire and Ice. 
The Inflammability of Gun-powder ; of Thunder and Light- 
ning ; which, he faith, will not burn* 

The fevench is, of Hard and Sofc, and of the A tomes, that 
fly in the Air. Wherein he alfo fpeaks, what he thinks, of 
fuch Bodies as are generally conceived to be petrified : of 
E!afticity,and of contagious Ain. 

The eighth i^ of Gravity and Gravitation: Wherein he 
pofitively denies, That Oyl poured upon Quickfilver in a 
bended Si phon (only in at one arm of the Siphon)will caufe 
the Quickfilver in that Arm to dtfccnd. He doubts not, 
but that the Species 6f heavy,hard,opaqueand Diaphanous , 
were ail made fo at the Creation.In the end.explains a Scheme 
fliewing the Degrees of the Inclinatory Needle in paffing 
from one Pole to another. 

The ninth is, of the Loadffone and its Poles. Whereof the 
Magoetick Attrafiion : The Touching of Needles : The Va- 
riarionof the'Compafs , and of that Variation; The reft is 
offer j d,as a Confutation of the Book called Longitude found. 

Afferting, 
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Affcrting, contrary to that Book, The Poles of the Earth, 
and the Magnetick Poles to be the fame. 

The laft is, of Tranfparence and Refraftion, Where he 
afferteth, That no Body, which was not Tranfpa rent from 
the Creation, can be madefo by Humane Arr. That Refra- 
ftion is dependent upon Hardntfs in Conjunction with Gra- 
vity. And concludes with his Opinion of the Power of the 
Earth to produce living Creatures. 

To thefe Dialogues , the Author fubjoy ns a fuppofed De- 
monftration of a ftreight Line , equal to the Arch of a 
Quadrant. 

Iir. Mechanick Fxercifes : Or, the Doftrine of Handy Works. 
Began Jan* i . profecutedin two other Fffa/s^ February i<and 
March i, \6n > And intended to he continued monthly, By 
Jofeph Moxon, Hydrographer to the King. 

THE Authors Undertakings fee down what is already 
known 5 being good; and not unlikely to give oc- 
cafion to others to confider of further Improvements in thefe 
Matters : it miy not be thought improper,that the fame,once 
for all,be here reprefented. 

The Author, as he faith in, his Preface, having for many 
years been converfant in Handy -Works^efpecially Smithery, 
Fouuding^rawingJoynery^TnrningjEiigravi^Printingof 
Boole and Pitf ures,makingof Globes, Maps, Mathematical 
Inftruments; and being willing publickly to communicate 
hisknowledg herein 5 hath in his firft JEfTay begun with 
Snvthery , as comprehending with the Black-Smiths Trade > 
all other handy-crafts, ufing either forge or file, from "the 
Anchor-Smith to the Watch-maker ; Which will bean Intro- 
duction to moft other handycrafts , as having a dependance 
upon this. And firft,- he gives Account of the feveral Parts, 
Kinds and Ufes of the Smiths Forge, AnviI,Tongues, Hammer 
andSledg,Vice.Hand-Vice,?liars,Drill andDrill-BoWjSkrew- 
Plate and its Taps. Then-of Forging and the feveral Heats 
to be given : Of brazing and foldering. The feveral forts 
of Iron and their proper Ufes, And laftIy,of -Filing,and the 
feveral forts of Files.: j$n 
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InthefecondEflTay,of the making of Hinges, Locks and 
Keys .* The manner of Riveting, making of Screws and Nuts. 
And particularly^ cutting Wcrmes upon great Screws. 

In the third Eflay, of the making of Jacks, Bui let- molds, 
Twiftingof Iron, Cafe-hardening. Some Tools not before 
defcrib'd. The feveral forts of Steel; the manner of foft* 
ning,hardningand tempering the fame. 
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